CHAPTER VI.

THE CALL TO ARMS.

THE effect produced by the capture of Fort Sum-
ter was instantaneous and universal throughout the
North. No one who did not witness the patriotic
enthusiasm of. that moment can form any conception
of it. It was, in truth, simply magnificent. The
Northern public trembled with indignation at the
news of the unprovoked attack on Anderson's little
garrison, of the outrage committed in compelling the
flag of the country to be lowered from the ramparts
of Fort Sumter. The sentiment of the people was
strong, and outspoken beyond measure; it was also
universal. Men who had looked on the crisis as the
natural result of an unjustifiable anti-slavery policy,
who had ingeniously defended the Southern posi-
tions, who had even threatened to use force in case
there should be an attempt to conquer the seceded
States, were now among the foremost in asserting
their devotion to the Union. The Northern people
felt that their forbearance had been despised, that
their toleration had been repaid by violence, and
that the time for action had come. They were
ready for war, and for war to the bitter end.

President Lincoln, who, with his marvellous
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